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Andalucía: A journey
through the lens
The world’s an open studio for six
photographers from Saudi Arabia.
Words: Coco Claxton
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n late spring this year, six aspiring
young artists, most from Saudi Arabia,
set off for Andalucía, the rocky, sunbaked region of Spain’s southern coast. For
two weeks the group worked with leaders in
Spain’s artistic community to learn and practice cutting-edge photography techniques
while journeying through the magnificent
settings of Cordoba, Seville, Granada and
Madrid. From the winding alleyways of Seville to the resplendent Mosque of Cordoba,
their documentary photographs – children
tumbling in the streets, milky morning light
creeping across the palaces of Alhambra – offer a window into stories from their travels.
Alef caught up with the group on their
return from Andalucía to hear more about
making art in a foreign land, Spain, and
their aspirations for the future.
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How do you explain your love for photography?
Salwa Sajini, 23: I think photography is
language, and every photographer speaks
a language that’s built on their own background, lifestyle, and vision. Through photography people can visit places they’ve
never been to, go back and forth in time, and
live through a photographer’s lenses.
Majed Angawi, 21: Photography for me is a
form of meditation, an efficient way to experience the here and now, beautiful, active
and soulful.
How did your journey through Andalucía
affect you?
Khalada Khanom, 19: Personally this trip
made me aware of the many possibilities out
there for young Muslim women. It opened
the door to creativity outside my comfort
zone and placed me somewhere where I
didn’t speak the language and didn’t know
the culture; I had to adapt which made
me appreciate it even more.
Abdulmohsen Klaiby, 25: It was my
first time being exposed to such a community of photographers and artists. They
shared their knowledge and experience
and talked about their works, which really
changed the way I see photography and the
techniques that I use.
Majed Angawi: I gained a new understanding of photography and new ways to use my
tools. I discovered that when I’m a stranger
to a new culture, I understand it from a different angle.
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What were your impressions of Andalucía and
the places you visited?
Hasan Mubarak, 23: I really liked Andalusia. The area is very rich in heritage and civilization, a mix of Islamic and European civilization. We met a lot of inspiring artists and
gained a lot of art guidance from the amazing staff. The journey for me was an opportunity that cannot be repeated in life.”
Khalada Khanom: Andalucía is absolutely
beautiful. The highlight of my trip would be
the pace in which we were traveling. We travelled very fast from one place to another, only
stopping to take photos, appreciate the cities and make incredible memories. One of my
favourite places was the Sierra Nevada Mountain, secluded from the rest of the busy world;
it’s a place to reflect and find inner peace.
How did this trip change the way you
approach photography?
Salwa Sajini: I started to see photography
from a deeper perspective; now I consider
the story and emotions behind a photograph.
Actually, after this trip I started to understand that I don’t express myself through
photography, but my photography work expresses me and my state of mind at that certain moment of taking the photograph.
Khalada Khanom: We were taught to experiment with different types of photography and things we have never tried before.
I started to take portraits of people in the
city, I didn’t know who they were or what
they did, and some were taken by surprise
on the streets of Spain, which made even
better photographs!
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What are your ambitions for the future?
Majed Angawi: Two weeks after I returned
home, I exhibited nine photos I took in
Spain as part of a huge cultural exhibition of independent art in Jeddah. I took
so much from this trip: photos, memories,
knowledge, friends… I hope to use all of this
as artistic inspiration in Saudi Arabia.
Hasan Mubarak: I hope art in general becomes a life style for me - a way to live, not
just a hobby. I hope that one day my voice will
reach the whole world through my art.
Abdulmohsen Klaiby: Photography makes
me see the beauty everywhere…I hope
someday I can inspire others.
The Jameel Journey to Andalucía was hosted by Art Jameel in partnership with the Crossway Foundation. Find out more at artjameel.
aljci.org and crossway-foundation.org
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